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Republicanism of another kind was expounded by
Oswald Pirow, a former minister in the Nationalist Govern-
ment. With him the influence was not the Afrikander past
but Nazi Germany, for his emphasis fell on the leader-
principle, the purging of anti-national elements, discipline
for the masses, and the abolition of parliamentary methods.
Pirow was of German extraction, and drew to his aid the
hard core of Afrikander nationalists most rabid against
England.
Even in these years of intense stress and bitterness the
bulk of the Nationalists were doubtless convinced that a
republic was unattainable unless the cause was supported
by a substantial part of the English-speaking population
or unless the British Commonwealth was overwhelmed in
war.   Dr^ Malan for a time rested his republicanism on the
assumption that Germany would triumph.   But the Reunited
Nationalist   party  expressed   loyalty  to   bilingualism   and
repudiated the ideal of an exclusively Afrikander bloc with
the   futile   purpose   of   inducing   English-speaking   South
Africans to  co-operate in  a common programme.    With
the victory of the United Nations less was heard of a republic
and  nationalist  feelings  became   relaxed,   although  white
South Africa did not lose its divergent ideas on nationality.
One cardinal fact demonstrated by the critical years of war
was the strength among most Afrikanders of the parlia-
mentary spirit, with its power to divert revolutionary fervour
into   debate   and   its   forbearance   towards   diversity  of
opinion.  This circumstance is all the more significant in that
the Boers of the platteland had a long tradition of sporadic
revolt whenever they were thwarted in council.   More than
one republican president had heard the clicking of triggers
at the door of Volksraad.15   The hasty and fierce temper of
the frontier veld had by 1940 become largely transformed
by the habits and methods of parliamentary rule,   Notable
was the tolerance of the Government towards the utterances
and  actions  of  the   Opposition,   a   tolerance  which  well
demonstrated the genuine strength of the  South African
parliament.
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